Community
Survey Results
Survey Rationale & Response

Vision for Tomorrow

The Village of Salmo is developing an innovative, inclusive
and sustainable Official Community Plan through a process
called Sustainable Salmo.

When asked to telescope through time to imagine what
words their children
and grandchildren
TOP 3 Descriptions of
would use to
Sustainable Salmo in 2066
describe Sustainable
“Environmentally-friendly” (32%)
Salmo in 2066,
”Connected“ (15%)
respondents crafted
a vision of the future
“Safe” (14%)
where the health of
the environment and the people are interconnected.

From July 1-17, 2016, 134 respondents completed the
Sustainable Salmo survey. While the majority of respondents
are Salmo residents, those who aren’t have a strong interest
in the community. This robust participation is significant given
Salmo’s population of 1,200.

Salmo’s Strengths
Not all strengths are assets, but all assets are strengths.
Participants were asked to identify a key strength in each of
the four community capital areas: Economic Development;
Land-use & Infrastructure; Environment, Parks & Recreation;
and Social & Cultural Well-Being. The 117 survey respondents provided insight into the key elements that drive the
economy and make the community connected, healthy, and
a nice place to live and work.
As shown above, there was a healthy cross-section of
respondents from all age groups, including youth aged 10-19
and seniors. This ensures that multi-generational perspectives were captured, making the findings useful in the short
and long terms.
When asked what organizations they represent, respondents
noted 12 including the Parent Advisory Committee, Salmo
Valley Youth and Community Centre Society, Salmo Fire
Department, and Salmo Valley Farmers Market. Two regional
governments were represented and one small business.

Survey results were used to identify key community assets
that will be discussed and prioritized in four Sustainable
Salmo Workshops this fall. Outcomes will drive development
of the Official Community Plan.

Priority Assets
Survey respondents
1. Clean air and water (68%)
made it clear that
2. Access to nature (47%)
Salmo’s natural capital
3. Sense of community (45%)
and social capital are
both priorities now and
into the future. The three community assets most valued by
respondents are: 1) clean air and water; 2) access to nature;
and 3) the overall sense of community. These were followed
closely by peace and quiet, lifestyle, affordability, and
recreation.

Asked to rank these strengths according to importance, more
than 40% of respondents (46 people) ranked Environment,
Parks & Recreation as a key priority, 35% ranked it second
priority (40 people), giving it the highest combined ranking at
31% of respondents. 39% ranked Social & Cultural Well-Being
as priority (44 people), 29% (33 people) ranked it second,
giving it the second highest ranking at 29%. Results show
that Salmo has significant natural and social capital to build
upon and encourage into the future.

Challenges to Overcome
When asked about current challenges, the majority of
respondents emphasized Salmo’s culture, citing reputational
and social challenges. Acrimony in governance, limited
employment opportunities, and small business incentives
are important areas to address. Governance, business
development, and employment are seen as challenges and
opportunities.

Opportunities for Action
Survey participants were asked about Salmo’s important
opportunities. The majority of respondents emphasized small and green business development as a priority. Employment opportunities, cooperative and
transparent governance, and strong
community/education programs are also
important opportunities. (see over)

Opportunities for Action
When asked what could be done now to begin Salmo’s shift toward sustainability in 10, 20 and 50 years, the actions shown
below were cited by five or more people.
SUSTAINABLE SALMO

10 years

20 years

50 years

Social & Cultural
Well-Being

Promote community pride,
education, youth programs

Improve education opportunities, grow the community

Provide opportunities, adopt
sustainable practices,
promote self reliance

Environment, Parks &
Well-Being

Focus on water and nature
conservation, recycling, bike
and hike trails

Promote local food, compost
and recycle, rezone to
protect the aquifer

Advocate for a new sports
facility, work toward zerowaste, protect local areas,
ensure clean air and water

Land-Use &
Infrastructure

Focus on flood controls,
improve downtown, support
renewable and public transportation

Upgrade infrastructure,
improve rink/pool facilities
and public transportation

Replace infrastructure,
rezone for fire/water smart
land use, build transportation
infrastructure

Economic Development

Create jobs, build tourism,
appeal to businesses, promote agriculture and green
economy

Bolster employment, support
tourism and local food and
business development, invite
green industry

Install green infrastructure to
attract green industry,
develop outdoor tourism
plan, and expand employment opportunities

Other Key Survey Findings
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